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To gain the ends of patriotic chauvinism, we beat up filth
and sentiment, boost up the fallen side of human nature,
turn all human relations, family, sex, age, religion, upside
down and darken the mind of the people. Literature in
many cases has been the instrument of the passions and
interests of the ruling classes. Many of us seem to share
their narrow prejudices, to be afraid of the social changes
which would undermine their position, and so fling ourselves
into the arms of reaction. Religious fanaticisms of past ages
are replaced by national and class feuds which are on an
equally irrational plane of existence. We literary men, with
few exceptions, miss the eternal aim and run after gods which
are too low and too near.
The lessons of the second World War seem to be lost on
the politicians who are trying to perpetuate their old policies
of greed and hatred, which will again make a menace to the
world. If this process goes on uninterrupted, this world will
cease to be the home of the human species but become its
grave.
I have been told that I am rather hard on the share of
the intellectuals and writers in the desolation of the innocent.
I wish most cordially that I were ^wrong.   I am not unaware
of the honoured names in the literatures of the world who are
working in their silent way for the fostering of a world commu-
nity.   I may have overstressed the dark side of the picture
but my motive is clear, I hope.    The detonation of the atom
bomb has made the meaning of history, the issue of life and
death for all mankind, final and inescapable.   There is no
answer to it except in the regeneration of mankind.    Brother-
hood must cease to be a dream and become a reality.   It is
the most urgent political need, the only condition of security.
Our brittle generation requires to be taught that civilisation
is a vulnerable thing and that to defend it great vigilance and
devotion are needed.    Our stupidity is not incurable; our
ignorance is not invincible.    It is our duty to elevate the
individual, to raise the downtrodden, to teach man to govern
himself and impose a mental unity on his instinctive per-
ceptions, to tell the nations that all are equal.   War, which
means ruined homes and dead cities, will continue so long as
we submit to the slavery of patriotism, which is only a kind